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Glenfield Tennis Club vs. Birkenhead Tennis Club: “Friendly Shield” 
Rules of Engagement

· This is an annual challenge between Birkenhead Tennis Club and Glenfield Tennis Club (both senior men and women). 
· It is to be played in the first half of each season on a Sunday afternoon on a date agreed between the Clubs. 
· The challenge venue is to alternate between the two clubs on an annual basis – hosting team to bring a plate. 
· Birkenhead (as the club with less players) should nominate what players/grades they have available (must be an even number and be evenly divided between men and women).  Glenfield should endeavour in good faith to match those numbers with players of equal grades/ability. 
· Men’s and women’s doubles to be played first, followed by mixed doubles. 
· Players to be ranked in merit order and paired up, with the top team from each club to play the top team from the other club, and so on down the teams (for both doubles and mixed doubles). 
· All matches to be two normal tiebreaker sets, with a 10 point super tiebreaker to decide the match if the score is one set all. 

· The Club that wins the most matches is declared the winner.  If the number of matches is even, the number of sets won overall determines the winner (super tiebreakers not to count as a set).  If the number of sets won overall is even, the number of games won overall (super tiebreakers to count as 1 game) determines the winner.  If the number of games is even, the Club who currently holds the shield is the winner. 
· The winning Club is be responsible for looking after the shield between tournaments, including getting it engraved. 
· These rules can be amended (including on the day) upon agreement between both team captains.
